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FOREWORD. 

Everyone who has studied a foreign language will recall that 
there were certain words which, to' his 'atliioyarice, he was forced' to 
look up again and again, before thei?rj^eye;]t»'l .^e^s and meanings 
became fixed in his mind. ^ u ,. . . i.^ 

No one but a teacher of little children can possibly be aware of 
the number of times they must see words, and read and write and 
spell them, before they are able to recognize them at a glance, before 
they can read them, especially in new connections. 

Learning to read is a complex paocess, and the complexity has 
given rise to many so-called ** Methods.'' To teach reading well the 
skillful teacher will use the best parts of all good methods, and will 
blindly follow none. Walking and talking are also complex pro- 
cesses, and yet babies learn to walk and to talk with very little or no 
help. Under right conditions the child should begin to read almost 
as naturally and unconsciously as it begins to talk. Under favorable 
conditions some children learn to read without any teaching. 

At the start the mechanics of reading, although important, 
should not be so obtruded upon the beginner as to hide from him 
the purpose of learning to read. Ideally, the education of the child 
is natural, unforced, and unhindered development. We should in- 
cite, indirectly, and maintain his interest ; we should, without 
attempting many things at a time, carry the child along as fast as 
he should go, but no faster. And we should keep in mind that the 
great factor in the child's education is not method, nor teaching, 
nor environment, but an innate faculty that makes for develop- 
ment. 

The lessons in the Easy Primer and the Easy First Reader are 
made from the standpoint of the young child, — of his needs and his 
limitations. The reading matter is simple, interesting, and conver- 
sational. The stories and fables, and the rimes and verses have a 
human interest, and appeal to the child because they come within 
3 



4 FOREWORD. 

his actual or imaginary experience, and are told in words that 
children use. 

The Picture Sentences, the Board Exercises, the Phonetic Drills, 
and the Action and the Thought Lessons, as well as the Suggestions, 
are all intended as helps and expedients for the busy Primary Teacher 
in that most necessary and laborious of all school work, teaching 
young children (and often children too young) to read. 

The lessons in the first part of the Easy Primer have been in 
use for several years, and the author has had the benefit of criticisms 
from teachers and of unconscious suggestions from pupils. For both 
criticisms and suggestions he wishes to acknowledge his indebted- 
ness to the Primary Teachers of Mt. Vernon School; to Principal 
Charles K. Middleton, of Camden, New Jersey; to Miss Sarah C. 
Brooks, of New York; and to Supervising Principals Albert H. Raub 
and Dr. Jesse H. Michener, of Philadelphia. Particularly is the 
author indebted to Dr. Edgar A. Singer, Assistant Superintendent 
of Schools, Philadelphia, for his critical reading of the manu- 
script, for his luminous comments, and for his encouraging in- 
terest in the series. 



SUGGESTIONS TO THE TEACHER. 

Preliminary Suggestions. — If your pupils are quite young, 

two or three weeks may well be spent in encouraging them to talk 
freely, to play games, to march, and to perform such other actions 
as will put them at their ease and overcome shyness and reserve. 

Call them up in little class-groups and have five-minute talks 
about school, home, play, pictures, birds, animals, plants, work, and 
occui)ations. A bird's nest at hand, for instance, its structure, 
use, materials, eggs, and the care of the young may be made the 
basis of several talks. Such talks are real language lessons. 

Children like to do things as well as to talk about them. 
Have a boy show how he stands to bat a ball; another, how a rooster 
crows; others, how a dog drinks, how a blacksmith shoes a 
horse, etc. Have a girl show how a bird flies; others, how a hen 
drinks, how a sparrow hops, how to carry a doll, etc. These pre- 
liminary lessons will be a direct prei)aration for the Action and 
Thought Lessons that follow. 

Dictate simple jingles and rimes, and have the pupils 
memorize and repeat them. Children delight in this as well as in 
singing. Stick laying, paper folding and cutting, pegs, weaving, 
drawing, parquetry, and other seat work should be used. 

It is a great mistake * to take up formal lessons in reading 
before children are ready for them. First cultivate self-confidence, 
ease, and freedom, and give most attention to those who need it 
most, the shy, the reserved, and the backward pupils. 

Suggestions I. Blackboard Lessons. — ^While pupils can at 
once begin to read from this book, it is best, for a few weeks, to 
teach quite young children to read and copy script from the board. 
The first lessons are very easy and suggestive, and may be made 
the basis of such work. 

Put the lessons and the pictures on the blackboard in the 
presence of the class, using large, clear script. Have the lessons 



6 SUGGESTIONS. 

read sentence by sentence as you write. Varying the order of tlie 
sentences, put the lessons on the board separately for each class- 
group. Crude or sketchy drawings, made by the teacher before 
the pupils, are infinitely better than the finest pictures. Later 
review the lessons from the book to familiarize pupils with print 
as well as with script. 

Make the lesson, as far as possible, a transcript of reality. 
They will be all the more attractive when seemingly improvised 
with the aid of the pupils, who will be gratified to see sentences 
they give reproduced on the board. 

The first lesson, for example, will be much more vivid and 
interesting if the pupils hold in their hands objects, while the 
teacher writes and sketches on the board some of the answers she 
receives to such questions, as, What have you, John? What hive 
you, Mary? 

Suggestions II. — Have the sentence pointed to as a whole, 
and read aloud as a whole. To do this the pupil must first get 
the content of the sentence by going over it quietly to himself. 

Don't let a pupil read a sentence aloud till he knows it. 
Encourage him to ask you, again and again, to pronounce any 
word for him. Don't hurry. Don't show impatience. 

Make no effort for the first ten or fifteen lessons, at least, to 
have the little beginner to distinguish one word from another. Go 
on with the next lessson, and incidentally teach words, and, later, 
letters. But don't teach either as a task. 

The child should be made to feel from the start that he is 
simply learning another form of language which he already knows. 

When pupils grasp the meaning of a sentence as a whole, they 
will soon read with the right tone and inflection. Seek from the 
first good, easy, natural expression. 

Reading is thought-getting; reading aloud should be thought- 
expression. We think in sentences. Wholes should be taught 
before parts. 
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Suggestions III. — These lessons can readily be expanded 
to suit conditions, and to give something new to each class-group. 
These groups, at first of five or six pupils, should be arranged 
according to aptitude. The groups may be named after their 
leaders; as, Mary's class, Fred's class, etc. 

Make the lessons short and spirited. Stop while the interest 
is still fresh and keen. Don't take, at first, more than a few 
minutes for a lesson, and use part of this time in getting back- 
ward pupils to talk. 

Suggestions IV. — In the Silent Reading and Action Lessons 
the pupils are to read the sentences silently and then follow the 
directions. 

After the actions are performed, always have the lessons read 
aloud for test and review. It is not always proof that the pupil 
knows every word in the sentence because he does the act as 
directed. 

The teacher may begin Lesson 5, the Silent Reading and 
Action Lesson I, by saying, as she writes, **I am going to do 
what the chalk tells me to do." Then, *'Who will do what the 
chalk says this time?" The pupils should perform the actions 
without beijig told, in words, and without reading the sentences 
aloud. 

Children wish to be doing something, achieving something. 
Reading, writing, copying, drawing, and action lessons are mutually 
helpful, and should be carried on together. 

The Silent Reading and Action Lessons are Thought Lessons, 
in which advantage is taken not only of a child's love of endeavor, 
of his motor- and mental-activity, but also of his inclination and 
faculty to image and to impersonate life and action about him. 
They also bring into play the pedagogical principle of conscious 
purpose, too often absent in lessons for beginners. In such les- 
sons *' reception has its reaction and impression its correlative ex- 
pression . ' ' (James.) 



8 SUGGESTIONS. 

In grasping thought from the board and the printed page and 
translating it into action, the child perceives the pui'pose of learn- 
ing to read. 

Suggestions V. — Dramatization. It will give increased inter- 
est and secure better expression and a closer reading of the text, 
if some of the lessons are dramatized, sometimes wholly or partly 
in j)antomime. The teacher will find an appreciative audience if 
she shows how this is to be done, and takes part in the play. 

Suggestions VI. — Board Lessons. Develop on the board 
additional easy picture sentences to give pupils confidence. Those 
given will suggest others. 

• As a game, after ten or fifteen lessons, begin to have the 
pupils pronounce words in the lessons as you ix)int to them. Also 
have them in turn erase words you pronounce. 

Place imder your board drawings the names of the objects rep- 
resented, so that the pupils may associate the written word with 
the object. Also keep in plain view of the beginners a list of the 
words used that the pupils may, if they wish, refer to and copy 
them. Some children learn to copy before they learn to read. 

SuGOESTioNs VII.— Drill or Perception Cards. Many teachers 
have been using for years an excellent device for training pupils 
to quickly recognize words. They also use the 



cAaUu 



chair 



device to help pupils to distinguish certain little 
words; as, vm^ from mw^ on from no, dog from 
good, his from this, etc. 

They cut heavy manila paper or cardboard 
into sizes of about six by nine inches, and with 
wax crayon or India ink print a word on one 
side of the card and write it boldly on the other, so as to be 
seen at a distance. As the teacher holds up these cards in suc- 
cession, the pupils in turn promptly name the words. Try some 
in your class. Make the letters at least one and one-half inches 
high. 
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SuGGEaTioNs VIII. — To cultivate easy, natural expression, 
have the pupil read a sentence silently, then close his book, or 
look at the teacher, and repeat it aloud. This will also cultivate 
perception, memory, and power to image. 

Also reverse this plan — after the pupil has repeated a sentence 
from memory, have him read it by looking at the words in 
the book. 

Some children have difficulty in pronouncing certain words. 
By showing them how to place their vocal organs this difficulty is 
usually easily overcome. 

Suggestions IX. — The Articles, especially the, should be 
taught in connection with other words. Alone a and the are em- 
phatic, and should be pronounced d and the. In combination the 
has two pronunciations: one, tM, obscure, before words beginning 
with a vowel sound; the other, thu, obscure, before words beginning 
with a consonant sound. 

There is no good reason for teaching the beginner to give, in 
a stilted way, either of the obscure sounds of the definite article. 
Still less is there any reason for insisting (as is often done) upon 
little pupils' giving one of its sounds (thu) in all instances, whether 
this sound in that connection happens to be right or wrong. 

In conversation children naturally pronounce the articles cor-, 
rectly. In like manner, when the period of pronouncing words 
individually is past, they will give in reading, without any teach- 
ing, the articles their proper sounds. 

Suggestions X. — Sounds of the letters. Pupib should have 
drills on the sounds of the letters. Some teachers, however, do 
not begin to teach the sounds of letters till they have given forty 
or fifty lessons in reading. They are satisfied at first in teaching 
well a few sentences and words. 

By a little slow pronunciation, as, fan, f — an, f an, 

f , the teacher separates from the rest of the word the sound 

of the letter to be taught. She also shows the pupils how to make 
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the sound, and has it repeated in concert and singly. As little 
children know or soon learn the names of some of the letters, the 
teacher must make, and have them make, the distinction between 
the names of the letters and their sounds. 

Suggestions XI. — The Phonetic Exercises given will suggest 
others. They should be placed on the board, at first, and with 
a little assistance they will soon be readily pronounced. Pupils 
enjoy these synthetic exercises, and they are an excellent means 
to teach them how to pronounce new words. Have these and 
other drill exercises separate from the reading lessons. Make them 
short and spirited. 

Suggestions XII. — Spelling. By the time spelling should be 
informally taken up, pupils will have learned the names as well 
as the sounds of a nimiber of the letters. By the time they are 
ready for the Second Reader, pupils should know all the letters, 
know how to write them, and know them in alphabetical order. 

Besides spelling words placed on the board, pupils should, 
after the reading lesson, spell words in the lesson with their 
books open. This will help them to notice words as they read. 
There is a marked advantage in teaching words in their context. 
Learning to read is a complex process, and it needs many direct 
and indirect helps. 

It is a mistake to make spelling a task for First and Second 
Grade pupils. But see that words are copied and spelled from 
the books and from the board correctly. 

If even a part of the time that little children are often forced 
to give to laboriously memorizing the spelling of difficult words 
they do not need to know, were given to pronouncing and spelling 
words from the book and from the board, it would be of far more 
benefit to them. The point now should be, not so much to teach 
spelling (for which beginners have little use), as to show the 
child how to spell, and how to pronounce; and in spelling from 
the open book in this easy way a great number of simple and 
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iamiliar words, to train his eye, and, especially, to attune his 
-ear to the sounds of letters in combination. '*A11 our best learn- 
ing is unconscious learning." (Parker,) 

All the words in the Primer a child needs to know are re- 
I)eated in the First Reader; and all important words of the First 
Reader are repeated in the Second Reader. 

There are a few notes in these books; but they, too, are only 
by the way of suggestion, and may be followed or varied accord- 
ing to conditions. Classes differ, and a good teacher seldom 
presents a lesson twice in the same way. 
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THE EASY PRIMER. 

Lesson 1. 



J('fUWO(V \_J 



J/^ruw& 



cu 




Lesson 2. 



yow-ruwtcu 
yow4uwt(h 





rrrnH 



(Draw.) 




EASY FIRST STEPS. 

Lesson 3. 



lb 







cu 



0/ ^5?=^ 






Lesson 4. 



Jc-ncwt 



CU 




yotu 4uwt cu4wh. 




(Draw.) 
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3. 
4. 



THE EASY PRIMER. 

Lesson 5. 

SILENT READING AND ACTION LESSON I. 




Lesson 6.— action lesson ii. 

/mjbcuSovt/. 







To The Teacher.— Please read Suggestions I- IV. 




EASY FIHST STEPS. 



17 




Lesson 7. — III. 

1. Almw/mJba/w \^ 

2. Mww/mjbcu4wh. 

3. Mwti//mJbcu ^^F^^ 

Lesson 8. — IV. 

1. /^a^jJum/mw cu [dLj 

3. J^^mM^Akcm/mwcmycifi^M 

4. J^-imM^Mwu/muyaru 



(Draw.) 




Note. — Very young pupils will need many similar easy board lessons. 
See Suggestions VI. 
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THE EASY PRIMER, 

Lesson 9. 






yow4iam J 



J-Lm s ^S^ ^S^ S^ 



JZ-mmo 4 



yow4icm 5 p p p p3 ^ 







J^4mM.dAourmij^cmyci^i^ 
JAour/mJb cu4voh. 
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Lesson 10. — V. 



1. -/-A^^/y^Tt^/^m^^^/yzA. 

2. Jl-vumj2^mowcu4ooh. 

3. JP4mMy4iiMa^/7myCu 

4. y/%Z^-A^^/7;Z^fZ/^^2^/^. 




Lesson 11. — VL 





1. JlMumr/Vjowcu \J\ 

4. J^4tad£.Anourmubam^(iji^^ 
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Lesson 12.— VII. 




1. GAlna. 

3. Jmm/mJb cu4voh. °''*-> 

5. JGAiMa^. 



yyywcu ^ , / 




Lesson 13.— VIII. 
5. J^-UOMAAou/miJbCU. 




EASY FIRST STEPS, 



Lesson 14. — IX. 
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1. jQ/UlU/ d — 

2. JQamM/ ^^= 

4. jQ/iaur cu4ooh, 
b. j0yuLu/cu4(jmj. 




(Stick Laying.) 



k rrr 




Fan.« 



Lesson 15. — X. 



1. P-imM djunu-ou-lam/. 

2. J^^imMy (hcbur cuMoiwu. 




Flower. 




3. 

4. JPimM djioMJ' 2.Jcmd^. 

■/rMcm^afifiw. 

* See Suggestions VI. 
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THE EASY PRIMER. 

Lesson 1. 






J/'fLCUl/O 



cu 




Lesson 2. 



yaw -nam cu 
yow-namcu 
yow4uwt(h 





(Draw.) 




IX PTl 



EASY FIRST STEPS. 

Lesson 3. 



Uk 










Lesson 4. 



J(^rim/o 



cu 




yow -fuwo cu4ooh. 
yow4uwo 



cu <iML 




(Draw.) 
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THE EASY PRIMER. 



Lesson 24. 

J/JJtb tOMMV - 




J^OW JaJw tOAJUUVO. 

(Zdoa^Mm JooAmv. 

Qj JwUh MhbJ JoCf MAMb . 



Lesson 25. 

9 




JOo mow JaJw Ob dm-S 
(keAy^JJihobdof. 
jfimuXacu H 

*NoTE. — As you write this word on the board, say, ''Now, you must all 
quickly do what this word tells you to do." 
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7 








k 




















/ 
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Lesson 26. — XIV. 




.. JuMbXacb M 

7. JhWAifucu^^hviWu. 
10. Jl3Mna./rmy(^ <aiii i i i n ^^ 
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Lesson 27. 

jOo Afvo JaJw ajiJ^ ^M^. 
MammowcbJicww? (ke^y. 

jOo /ijcm lih Mowm^l (ke^. 
jOo mow Mtb ou (kx^^^^. 
(ke^.JJihobdofl 

Lesson 28. 

jOa dxmyAkjbtx)ywm ^ 
JOo muy JiJt& to diOM/ f 
JJo/uaw likv ajijiluy f "v ^' 




EASY FIRST STEPS. 
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Lesson 29. — XV. 

1. GAina./7nj?^(bMomAj. 

4. JQamm/ cu-jm^. Cf^ 

5. Jj/uiu/ cu Mmm. 1^ 



Lesson 30. 



JlAkb cuaootidoa. 
J/Jikb a^aoocb JwUh. 
JIdilw cuaood a^ifdh. 
Mcwomotu cboooddM? 
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THE EASY PRIMER. 

Lesson 31. 




^OWAMCbCaJb. 
JImj^/UCWU. 

Jl-umcbcaJb. 



Lesson 32. 





J. 



JUonmuAiJb cbJicub f 
£)o /WW MJtJb ci aovti cxit^ '! 
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Lesson 33. — XVI. 




1. /}icia/ Oy (\ \\] 

2. jO/ixmrcuJidt/ . 

3. JMndicuJamj. /feil'.iil'JJ& 

5. PuoAbJmdj a^ccub. 

6. J(<ruLMfocu4vah. 

7. J^md^AifuafnyofiJ^. 

8. Jrwii^JioldjAJiJIhcuJia^ 

9. JimvMycu H 
10. jfidjmXo /rm. 



See Suggestions VII and VIII. 
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THE EASY PRIMER. 



Lesson 34. 




JlAlbOUCXll. 

JjonpwAiJb cuJmt/ f 

P^MMy dyumr ou cab. 

Jidikjo cbaood> QX 

Do/uotoMJti cold/'? 

JOo/^ Jikb ilxmmA 
JJlkt AvAt&JimdM/. 



jfitWO 

A4Mnt 
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Lesson 35. 



(ili/ij dotj^ M^ cb aoocb doa, 
yow4uwo (Looodidoa. 





Jmvomow nmuoJam/ f 
(zk^, J-hwo mm Jem. 
JJiJti ZoAw mm cat/yiMmy. 



^ 
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THE EASY PRIMER. 

Lesson 36. 





yow4uwt 2.JiandAy. 

J. 



Aie^ 3, 









AJyuwr 
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Lesson 37.— XVII. 




1. J^HMui/mJb(b 

3. Miowmub cucab. 

4. J^-imM.jJww'mLjb (h .^^^ 

5. JUyuw/ cuJwmdj, 

6. JjMdj cu Mcfwt/u. 

7. jOyuLur ^afi^jMy. . 

8. /mu^JiaM(i/nw(b |^_j 

9. jO/ULUr (b P 

10. fiimdJb^VAia^/mjbcu' \^_J) 
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Lesson 38. 

jOo/uoiUAii /muJiaa 1 
jOyuw/ a^ Mac 






J/'fUWOCUyOaKj. 



EASY FIRST STEPS. 

Lesson 39. 
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This is a [^ 

I see 2 O CZ3) 
jOa/uow AUy cuJwc f 
Yes, I see a box. 
JlAyihid^nmWuJvx f I . 
This is my box. 



f— fan 



flag 



flower 



Please Read Suggestions X. 
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Lesson 40. 




Is this a ^=^^ mm 

This is my box. 

This is your hat. 
Is this a good cat? 
^Jud/ id^ ou (jOV<h cat. 
This cat can rnn. 
UJuA/ JvcyiAjej ca/wyuuvL. 

I like to run. 

Can you run? 

Do you like to run? 




EASY FIRST STEPS. 
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Lesson 41. 



04iJu^ Ja/ou vow. 
This boy is Dan. 
jOa/yu Jkw Of dxxi^. 
Dan has a good dog. 

OJd^M^(h(WVxLAnk 

I like a good boy. 
This boy can dra^^. 




s— see 
d do 



sees 
Dan 



seen 
dog 
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Lesson 42. 



This girl is May. 

(iTla/uJwA/cucaZ. 

May likes a cat. 

uJud/ aiwJuw cu aooti cat. 

This girl is May. 



m— May 



me 



my 



EASY FIRST STEPS. 
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Lesson 43. 

This girl has a cat. 
This boy is a good boy. 
This girl is a good girl. 

Dan's dog is a good dog. 
May's cat can run. 
Dan's dog can run. 

Is ^rour horse a good horse? 
Yes, my horse is a good horse. 
My horse can run. 
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Lesson 44.— XVIII. 

1. JlJicwubnwwouylaMf. 

2. I slio^w you a flo^wer. 

3. JIMA/m^/yjownpuA/Mtrxy, 

4. I hold up my box. 

5. I hand you a good apple. 

6. I draw^ a book. 

8. I show^ you a dog. 

9. I show you a good boy. 

10. CmvnpvblwuL cuJuriAb f 

11. Can you draw^ a boy? 

12. Dra^Y a box. 

13. JlAiMvAonAOw! 
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Lesson 45. 

MoAoA/CUyhldAjd/. 
He has a big basket. 
He is a big dog. 

JUJiv £)amAy doa'? 

Yes, he is Dan's big dog. 

He has Dan's basket. 

He likes Dan. 

Dan has a good dog. 
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Lesson 46. — XIX. 

1. 3j/nd> jOcurv. 

2. Find May. 

3. Find a dog. 

4. Camj/mwd^iMmcbJnrx^'^. 

6. Hold up a flag.. 

Y. Hold up your hat. 

8. Dra^^r a hand. 

9. Please find a girl. 

1 0. Please hold up your apple. 

11. Please find a big dog. 

12. Sho^\^ me May's cat. 
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Lesson 47 




This is a little <p^ 

JJcwuMod/OyMadoti. 

May lias a little cat. 

Have you a big horse? 

No, I have no horse. 

Have yon a cat? 

I^o, I have no cat. 

Has Dan a little basket? 

I^o, Dan has not a little basket. 

He has a big basket. 




(Stick Laying) 
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Lesson 48. — XX. 

1. OTlake/cm/ A. 

2. Make a W. 

3. jD/uwr ou caZ>. 

4. Show me a girl. 

5. Please bring rae ray flag. 

6. You may dra^v^r a flo^wer. 
Y. Yon may draw a boy. 

8. Can yon make a basket? 

9. Can yon malie a box? 

10. Yon may hand me yonr hat. 

11. Please find a big apple. 

h— he has have 
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Lesson 49. 

See this cat. 

She has a rat. 

She has a big rat. 

She has a big fat rat. 

Is she a big fat cat? 

No, she is not a big fat cat. 

She is a little cat. 

Is she your cat? 

Yes, she is my good little cat. 
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Lesson 50. 

See Dan! 

See his bat. 

Has May Dan's ball? 

Yes, she has his ball. 

Can she bat his ball? 

Oh, yes, she can bat Dan's ball. 

She likes to bat a ball. 



EASY FIRST STEPS. 

Lesson 51. — XXI. 

SEAT WORK. 
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1. Make a fi|i| 

2. Make a big T. 

3. Make a big F. 

4. Drarw a flag. 

5. Drarw a fat cat. 

6. Dra^v^^ a fat boy. 

7. Hold up a ball. 

8. You may make a big W. 

9. Dra^v\r 3 little flags. 
10. Dvarw 4 little flow^ers. 
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Lesson 52. 

This boy is ISTat. 
Has he Dan's bat? 
No, this is ISTat's bat. 
Nsit has his big bat. 
He likes to play ball. 
Dan likes to play ball. 
May likes to play ball. 
I like to play ball. 
Can yon bat a ball? 
Can this boy bat a ball? 






n-^at 
r— rat 



no 
ran 



not 
riin 
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en? 



egg 
eggs 

hen 

hens 

horse 

horses 



,k5. 
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A blackbird's egg. 
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Lesson 54. 



This is Jip. 

Jip is a little dog. 

He is Helen's dog. 

Helen likes Jip. 

Jip likes Helen. 

Jip likes to play. 

Helen likes to play. 

Jip is black. 

Is Dan's dog black? 

No, Jack is not black. 

Jack is Dan's dog: 

Jip likes to play ^with. Jack 

Jack likes to play ^th Jip 

Dogs like to play. 
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Lesson 55. 

^V\^hat do you like to do, Nat? 

I like to play. ^^^^^^ 

I like to play ball. 

I like to bat a ball. 

I like to play ^th Jack. 

I like to run. 

Helen, T\^liat do you like? 
I like little Jip. 
I like a big dog, like Jack. 
I like a good apple. 
I like to dra^^ a flag. 
I like my black hat. 




1— lay let lot lit tie 
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Lesson 56. 

Learn by heart: 

Two blackbirds 
Sat upon a hill, 
One named Jack, 
And one named Jill. 

Ply a^^ray. Jack! 
Fly a^vv^ay, Jill ! 
Oome back. Jack! 
Oome back, Jill! 



Up the hill and do^^n the hill, 
Go the horses ^th a ^11. 

g— go get got 

Note. — Dramatize. See Suggestions V. 
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Lesson 57. 

Is Jack a black dog? 

No, Jack is not a black dog. 

Jack is Dan's dog. 

Dan likes to play ^^ith Jack. 

Jack likes to play T\^ith Dan. 

Helen likes to play ^th Jip. 

Is Jip a big dog? 

ISTo, Jip is not a big dog. 

Jip is a little dog. 

What has Dan in his basket? 

I have apples in my basket. 

Has ISTat a bat in his hand? 

Yes, ISTat has a bat in his hand. 

May's cat has a fat rat. 




(For a boat.*) 
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Lesson 58. — XXII. 

(THOUGHT AND ACTION LESSON.) 

1. Find Jip. 

2. Make a little fan. 

3. Can you make a box? 

4. Find t^wo blackbirds. 

5. Please bring me a little book. 

6. Has Dan a black hen? 
Y. Has Helen a big dog? 

8. Sho^w me a fat rat. 

9. Can you make a little 

10. What has ISTat in his hand? 

11. You may dra^vv^ your hands. 

* Using colored paper, have the pupils fold and cut the square, and then 
paste the boat on a sheet of paper. 
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Lesson 59. 

TMs is May's table. 

Has she a s=^ and a 

Yes, she has a cup and a chair. 

She has a little cup, 

and she has a little chair. 
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Can you dra^v\^? 
Oh, yes, I can dra^v^. 
You may dra^v^^ a cup, 
a chair, and a table. 



*4?*«* 
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Lesson 60. 

Can you M/Ut^^ 

Yes, I can ^^rite. 

Can Dan ^^rite? Yes. 

Can Helen ^^rite ? Yes. 

You may T^rrite cJkaUu. 

Nat may ^v\rrite Axurub. 

I have a little cup. 

What is in your cup? S — ~f* 

I have a ball in my cup. 

What is in Dan's basket? 

He has apples in his basket. 

I have floT\^ers in my basket. 

Can you ^v\^rite ^th a pen? 
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Lesson 61. 
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IVTay has a 

Have you a slate? 

Yes, I have a good slate. 

I can v\^rite. 

I can Avrite my name. 

I can ^v\^rite a girl's name. 

I can T\^rite a boy's name. 

What have you in your hand? 

I have a flower in my hand. 



What is this? 
This is a bat. 
This bat can — 
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Lesson 62.— XXIII. 

1. Run to a chair. YTTTTT 

2. Please sho^v^^ me a cup. 

3. Go to a ^ndo^v^. 

4. Go to a chair. 

5. Dra^^ a table. 

6. Can you make a flag? 

7. Find a slate. 

8. Dra^v^ a ^^indo^^. 

9. I go to your chair. 

10. I hold up a slate. 

11. Write a girl's name. 

12. Write a boy's name. 

13. Please go to a table, 

and bring me a cup. 
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Lesson 63. 

Is this Dan? 

No, this is a man. 

Dan is not a man. 

This is a boy. 
He can dig. 
He likes to dig. 

This is a pig. 
A pig can dig. 
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A pig likes to dig. 



A pen, 



y 



a hen, %f^ 

and tT\^o men. *V - * 
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Lesson 64. — XXIV. 

1. Please bring a hat. 

2. Put a ball in a hat. 

3. Put an apple in a cnp. 

4. Pnt a box on a chair. 

5. Put a slate on a chair. 

6. Write your name on a slate. 

7. Please pnt a flo^v^er on a book. 

8. Please pnt a pen in my hand. 

9. Pnt a box in a basket. 

10. Pnt on a hat. 

11. Please bring my pen. 

12. Can yon T^rrite "egg"? 




b— bat box big boy 
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Lesson 65. 

See the o^! See the ant! 
The o^ is big. It can fly. 
The ant is little. It can run. 
The OT^I has t^^ro feet. 
The ant has six feet. 

To THE Teacher. — Please read Suggestions IX. 
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Lesson 66. 

1 and 1 are 2. 
One and one are two. 
Tt^o and two are fonr. 
Pour and t^wo are six. 
Tt^o and four are six. 

I have t^^o hands. 
A hen has t^^o feet. 
Dogs have fonr feet. 
Cats have four feet. 
Pigs have four feet. 
Horses have four feet. 
An o"wl has — feet. 
A SK has — feet. 
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Lesson 67. 
I see the old man. 

I see his basket. 

The old man has a dog. 

Is the old man poor? 

Yes, he is a poor old man. 

He can not see. He is blind. 

Is not his dog a good dog? 

Yes, his dog is a good dog. 
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Lesson 68. 

(A drill upon /-s and it.) 

What has this boy 

in his hands? 
Is it Nat's bat? No. 
Is it Dan's bat? Xo. 
Is it your bat? No. 

It is not my bat. 
It is not your bat. 
It is not Dan's bat. 
It is not Nat's bat. 
Is it a bat? 
No, it is not a bat. 
It is like a bat. 
What is it? 






EASY READING. 

Lesson 69. 

I saw the blind man. 
. He is a poor old man. 
Did you see him? 
Oil, yes, I saw him. 
What had he in his hand? 
He had a basket in his hand. 
The blind man has a good dog. 
He is kind to his dog, 

and his dog is kind to him. 



Are you kind to your dog? 

Are you kind to a poor blind man? 

A good boy is a kind boy. 

A good girl is a kind girl. 

A good man is kind to his horse. 
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Lesson 70. 



This girl has a doll. 

Is it Helen's doll? 

No, it is not Helen's doll. 

It is this girl's doll. 

Helen has a big doll. 

Helen likes to play with a doll. 

Do you like to play with a doll? 
Have you a doll? 
Yes, I have a doll. 
Is it a big doll? 
No, it is a little doll. 

Is this a bird? 

It is a bird. It is an owl. 






EASY READING. 

Lesson 71. 

A bird can fly. 
A fly can fly. 
A bird has two feet. 
A fly has --- feet. 

Do owls lay eggs? 
Yes, owls lay eggs. 
Owls are birds. 
Birds lay eggs. 

What did you see on the tree? 
I saw an old owl on the tree. 
Who saw two ants on the tree? 
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Lesson 72. 

THOrCJHT AND ACTION LESSON XXV. 

1. Who can show me two eggs? 

2. Who can draw a saw? 
8. Please find an owl. 

4. Please bring my chair. 

5. Put a book on the chair. 
(). Put a slate on the book. 

7. Put a fan on the slate. 

8. Put a cup on the fan. 

9. Put an apple in the cup. 

10. Who can make a good T? 

11. Who can make a good I? 

12. Who can find a blackbird? 

18. You may all go 

and write your names. 
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Lesson 73. 
Who saw the owl? 
I saw the owl. 
Who saw its eggs? 
I saw its eggs. 
Did you see the i)oor man? 
Yes, May and I saw him. 
He is a poor old blind man. 
Did you see Nat's new top? 
Yes, I saw his new top. 
I saw him spin it. 
Did you get a new top? 
Yes, I got a new top. 
Will you let me spin it? 
Yes, I will let you spin it. 
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Lesson 74. 

For the fnipils to memorize: A 

Once I saw a little bird ^fe^ 

Come hop, hop, hop; 
So I cried, "Little bird. 

Will you stop, stop, stop?" 

And was going to the window 
To say, "How do you do?" 

But he shook his little tail. 
And far away he flew. 
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EASY READING. 

Lesson 75. 

What did you once see? 

I once saw a little bird 
come liop, hop, hop. 

What did you cry? 

I cried, "Little bird, 

will you stop, stop, stop?" 

Did the little bird stop? 

Oh, no; it did not see me. 

I was going to the window 
to say, "How do you do?" 
but he shook his little tail, 
and far away he flew. 
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SOMETHING TO DRAW. 
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EASY READING. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR SEAT WORK. 

(McmJiad/cucal. ( Jl 
J/MA/m^ npwnAOu/uJ^wc. 
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Lesson 76. 

Where was the owl? 

The owl was on the tree. P^^^-^^^ 

Where was the ant? 

The ant was on the tree. ^" 

Did the owl see the ant? 

Yes, the owl saw the ant. 

The ant saw the owl. 

The owl saw me. 




Was it a big owl? 

Yes, it was a big owl. 

Was it a big ant? 

Xo, it was a little ant. 

I saw two ants on the tree. 



see 
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is 
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EASY READING. 

Lesson 77. 

Where is my new book? 
Here is your new book. 
Where is my new slate? 
Here is yom* new slate. 

Here is a rat! 
Here is a black rat! 
Call a dog! Call Jip! 
Where is Jip? 

You may write and learn this: 

The sky is blue, 
The grass is green, 
And in my book 
My name is seen. 
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A Jug. 



jar 
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joy 
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Lesson 78. 

I see Helen and Grace. 
Helen has a little doll, 

and Grace has a big doll. 
They like to play with them. 
Helen's doll is in bed. 
It is a little bed. 
Grace has her doll on her lap. 
Grace sits in a big chair. 





EASY READING. 

Helen sits on the floor. 
She lias a box on her lap. 
Do you see dolls on the floor? 
Yes, they are paper dolls. 
The girls have two big dolls, 

and little paper dolls, 

and beds, and chairs, and a table. 
Grirls love to play with dolls. 
They like to dress them up. 
Do you like to dress a doll? 
Do you love your doll? 

d t p w 

Dan tap pan we 

den tip pen way 

did top pin wave 

To THE Teacher. — See Suggestions XII. 
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Lesson 79. 

Let US play house. 

I like to play house. 

We can play under the trees. 

Let us make a house 

under this big tree. 
Let us bring our dolls and chairs, 

and our little tables. 
I like to play imder the trees. 



g- go get got 



gun 



EASY READING. 

Lesson 80. 

Here is an acorn. 
Here is a big acorn. 
Where do acorns grow? 
Acorns grow on oak trees. 
What leaf is this? 
This is an oak leaf. 
Draw an oak leaf. 
Draw an acorn. 
What kind of a tree 

has leaves like this? 
Draw a leaf like this. 
Leaves are very pretty. 
Acorns are very pretty. 
Trees are very pretty. 
Can you draw two oak 

leaves and two acorns? 
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Lesson 81. 

Was it a cold day, May? 
Yes, the day was cold. 
But it was not 

too cold to go out. 
I like to go out 

on a cold day. 
Was Helen cold? 
Oh, no, she was not cold. 
We were warm. 







mr ■• 



.V \-^\ 



"<• -^orr ._ ^ vv 



EASY READING. 

Our feet were warm. 

Our hands were wami too. 

Helen had on a warm coat. 

Grace had on her warm coat. 
I had on my new dress. 
Where was Fred? 
Fred was with us. 
Jip was with us too. 
Fred had his new sled. 
Grace had her old sled. 
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The pupils may copy and memorize: 

Work while you work, 
Play while you play; 

That is the way 

To be happy and gay. 
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Lesson 82. ■^:: 




1. Where were you? i3^ 

2. We were out in the 

snow. 
We were out all 
day. 

3. Did the sun shine? 

4. Yes. It was a fine day. 

We were not cold. 
We were warm. 
I had on my warm coat. 
Fred had on his big coat. 
Were you out, Dan? 

5. No, I was not out. 

I had a bad cold. 
I had to stay in the 
house. 
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I do not like to stay in 
the house all day. 

6. It is fun to play in the snow. 

I like to make a big snowball. 

7. I like to make big snowballs and 

let them roll down the hill. 
It is fun to see them roll. 

8. Fred was with us all day. 

Jip was with us too. 

Jip likes to roll in the snow. 

9. Let us go and make a snow man. 

I like to make a big snow man. 
10. We will roll two big snowballs, 

and some little snowballs. 
If we can find an old hat, we 

will put it on the snow man. 

To THE Teacher. — Have some pupils make believe they are rolling snow- 
balls and making a snow man. Read "Snowing," p. 109, to them. 
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Lesson 83. 

Your big cat has a little cat. 
What do you call. her little cat? 
We call her Kitty. 
I call Kitty my cat. 
Kitty likes to play. 

The pupils may memorize: 

I love little pussy, 

Her coat is so warm, 
And if I do not hurt her, 

She will do me no harm. 

So I'll not pull her tail, 

Nor drive her away, 
But pussy and I 

Very gently will play. 

To THE Teacher.— Read "My Kitty," page no, to the class. 
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Lesson 84. 

A little boy went into a barn, 
And lay down upon some hay; 

An owl came out and flew about, 
And the little boy ran away. 



Where did the little boy go? 

He went into a barn. 

He lay down on some hay. 

What hid in the barn? 

An owl hid in the barn. 

What did the owl do? 

The owl came out and flew about. 

What did the little boy do? 

The little boy ran away. 

He was afraid of the owl. 

Are you afraid of a 
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Lesson 85. 



Here is a flag. 
Here is our flag. 
I love our flag. 
Our flag is red, 

white, and blue. 
Our flag is beautiful. 
Have you a pretty flag 

at your school? 
Yes, we have a pretty new 

flag at our new school. 
It is red, white, and blue. 
You can see it on our school. 
We have a beautiful tree 

at our school. 
We like to play under it. 
We play it is a school house. 
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EASY READING 

Lesson 86. 

Here is a bee! 
Come away quick! 
It will sting you. 
Oh, I am not afraid. 
I am not afraid 

of one little bee. 
It will not sting me. 
Are you afraid of a bee? 

Birds are pretty. 
Bees are pretty. 
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The queen is a big bee. 
The queen lays eggs. 
She is the mother bee. 
I like to look at bees, 
birds, bugs, and ants. 
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EASY READING. 



Lesson 87. 

Here is a flower. 
Flowers are beautiful. 
Some flowers are red, 

some are white, 

some are blue, 

some are yellow, 

and some are 

white and yellow. 
A rose is beautiful. 
I have seen a red rose, 

a white rose, and 

a yellow rose. 
Name a yellow bird. 
Name a beautiful 

white flower. 
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88.— THOUGHT AND ACTION LESSON XXVI. 

1. Please get a green leaf. 

2. You may get a brown nut. 

3. Name a little blue flower. 

4. Name a beautiful flower. 

5. Name a pretty yellow bird. 

6. What do you do at school? 

7. Get two brown leaves. 

8. Name a bird that is black. 

9. What grow on oak trees? 

10. Put a brown book on the floor. 

11. What do we call the mother bee? 

12. Name a beautiful green tree. 

13. Put a leaf under the book 

that is on the floor. 

14. You may write on paper the 

names of two girls. 





EASY READING. 

Lesson 89. 

Here is a jug. 

The jug is on the chair. 

Here is a big bee. 

This bee may be a queen! 

Come away quick ! 

It may sting you! 

The queen is the mother. 

The queen can buzz. 

I saw the boy and the girl. 
They go to school. 
She could write and 

she could draw. 
He could not write, 

but he could draw. 
I saw him draw a jar. 
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Lesson 90. 



THE CAT AND THE YOUNG RAT. 



1. One day an old cat 

met a young rat 

at the end of a wall. 

2. "Ho, ho!" said the old cat. 

"Now I have you. 
I shall not let you go. 
I will eat you!" 

3. The poor little rat saw 

that he could not get away, 
so he began to beg. 
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4. "Please do not eat me!" he said. 

"I am so little. 
. Let me go this time. 
Wait till I grow bigger." 

5. "Oh, no, no!" said the old cat, 

"I have you now. I will eat you. 

If I wait till you grow big, 
you will keep out of my way, 
and I will not get you. 

No! I will not let you go." 

6. But just then a dog came by. 

When the old cat saw him, 
she ran. She was afraid of him. 
The young rat ran away too. 

7. The old cat was afraid of the dog. 

The rat was afraid of the cat. 
Are you afraid of a rat? 
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Lesson 91.— review. 

1. Where did the eat meet 

the rat? 

2. She met the young rat at 

the end of a wall. 

3. What did the cat say to 

the young rat? 

4. She said " Ho, ho ! 

Now I have you. 
I will eat you!" 

5. What did the rat do? 

6. He began to beg. 

He said: "Please do not 

eat me. 
I am so little. 
Wait till I grow bigger." 

7. What did the cat say? 
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' 8. She said, " Oh, no, no ! 

j If I let you go now, you 

will keep out of my way, 
and I will not get you. 
No, I will not let you go. 
I will eat you now." 

9. But she did not eat the young rat. 
Just then a dog came by. 
The eat was afraid of the dog. 
Just as soon as she saw the dog, 

she ran away. 
The little rat ran away too. 

10. A cat is bigger than a rat. 

A dog is bigger than a cat. 
A cat is afraid of a dog. 
A rat is afraid of a cat. 

Note. — Have the pupils dramatize this fable and the succeeding lessons. 
See Suggestions V ; also Suggestions XII. 
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Lesson 92. 



1. Little Boy Blue, 
Come blow your horn; 
The sheep are in the 

meadow, 
The cow is in the corn. 

2. Where is the boy 
Who looks after the 

sheep ? 
Under the hay-stack 
He's fast asleep. 

3. Will you wake him? 
Oh, no! not I; 

For if I do 

He'll be sure to cry. 

4. Wake up. Boy Blue! 
Come blow your horn, 
And drive the cow 
From the field of corn. 




EASY READING. IM 

Lesson 93.— review. 

1. Where was Little Boy Blue? 

He was in the hay field. 
He was fast asleep. 

2. Where were the cow and the sheep? 

The sheep were in the meadow. 
The cow was in the corn. 

3. Little Boy Blue had a horn. 

If he blew the horn, 
the dog would come 
and drive the cow 
out of the field of corn. 

4. Little Boy Blue did not mind 

the cow and the sheep, but 
he lay under the hay stack, 
fast asleep, fast asleep. 
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5. They did not wake Boy Blue, 

for he would be sure to cry. 

6. It was a very warm day, 

and he was very warm too. 
He lay down and fell asleep. 

7. He did not blow his horn, 

so the dog did not come 

and drive the cow 

out of the field of com. 

8. They did not wake Boy Blue, 

for he would 
be sure to cry. 

One very warm day. 
When I was away, 
I saw a little man 
With a big, big fan. 
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Lesson 94. 

THE CROSS DOG AND THE OX. 

A man had a dog 

and an ox. 
The ox was very tame. 
One could pat him. 
But the dog 

was a cross dog. 
He would bark at you and bite. 
One day the dog lay down 

on some hay in the barn. 
The ox came to eat the hay. 
The dog could not eat the hay, 

and yet he would not let the ox eat it. 
Did you ever know a boy or a girl 

like that cross dog? 



could 
would 
should 
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To THE Teacher. — The liking that children have for simple 
poetry, jingles and stories, should, in a measure, be gratified. A few 
Nursery Rimes are here introduced to be used as occasion may 
arise, or interest or progress may suggest. If there is a fall of 
snow, *' Snowing," may be read; if there 'is a breeze, **I am the 
Wind," or '*Rock-a-By, Baby," may be dictated for some of the 
class to memorize. 

But it is not intended that these verses shall be used as a task of 
any kind; nor shotdd the pupils be expected to know the more 
difficult words, except it be in their context or incidentally. A great 
j)oint has been gained when the pupils turn to, re-read, and commit 
to memory some pieces which the teacher has read to them. 




LISTENING TO A FAIRY TALE. 



EASY READING. 
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ROCK-A-BY, BABY. 

Rock-a-by, baby, 
In the tree top; 
When the wind blows, 
The cradle will rock; 
When the bough breaks, 
The cradle will fall, 
Down will come baby, 
Cradle and all. 
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Eain, rain, go away, 
Come again anotlier day. 
Little Elsie wants to play. 



EASY READING. 
THE HOUSE THAT JACK BUILT. 

1. This is the house 

that Jack built. 

2. This is the malt, 

that lay in the house 
that Jack built. 

3. This is the rat 

that ate the malt, 
that lay in the house 
that Jack built. 

4. This is the cat 

that caught the rat, 
that ate the malt, 
that lay in the house 
that Jack built. 
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I AM THE WIND. 

I am the wind, 

I go very fast; 
Through the deep forest 

I blow a loud blast. 

Sometimes I am like 
A sweet, gentle child; 

I play with the flowers, 
And am quiet and mild. 

But again I'm about, — 
Like a lion I roar; 

If you wish to be quiet, 
Shut window and door. 

I am the wind, 

I go very fast; 
Through the deep forest 

I blow a loud blast. 




SNOWING. 

See the snowflakes falling, 
Falling from the sky! 

On the walls and house-tops, 
Soft and thick they lie. 

Look down in the garden, 
Where the grass was green; 

Covered by the snowflakes, 
Not a blade is seen. 

All the trees and bushes 
Now look soft and white; 

Every field is covered, — 
What a pretty sight! 
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MY KITTY. 

Oh, here is Miss Pussy! 

She is drinking her milk; 
Her coat is as soft 

And as glossy as silk. 

She sips it all up, 

With her little lap-lap; 

Then wiping her whiskers 
Lies down for a nap. 

My kitty is gentle. 

She loves me right well; 

But how cunning she plays 
I'm sure I can't tell. 

THE GOLDEN RULE. 

Dear children, keep the Golden Eule, 

Be gentle, kind, and true, 
And always do to others as 

You'd have them do to you. 




EASY READING. Ill 

THE ALPHABET. 
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The world is happy, 
The world is wide, 

Kind hearts are beating 
On every side. 



